Hertfordshire Medicines Waste Publicity Campaign

Invest to Save Project – progress report 

Background 
The proposal for a Medicines Waste Publicity Campaign was initially presented to the PBC governance group in summer  2007 for recommendations on how to take this forward with PBC groups. It was agreed that it should be discussed with PBC groups individually to establish whether the publicity campaign would fit with the local strategy with respect to reducing medicines waste.

Since July the proposal has been considered by each PCTs’ PBC leads groups and individual PBC prescribing groups. Fifty one PCTs nationally have implemented this campaign (see Appendix 1)  including a number local to Hertfordshire. 

The following PBC groups in Hertfordshire have indicated their support of the proposal and will use it to underpin their local strategies: St Albans, Hertsmere, Stevenage, Welhat, North Herts, Datcom and Watcom

Awaiting final decisions from: South, East, North and Western Central  

The Pharmacy and Medicines Management team will prepare summary of potential activities available to PBC groups to support the development of local waste strategies. 
Recommendation.

1. The campaign is commissioned as described in the business case – without the optional extras of bus shelter and bus advertising 

2. The funding for the campaign is taken from the prescribing allocation of localities supporting the project.  
3. If possible to campaign should be run in February 2008 in order to complement the community pharmacy public health medicines waste campaign, running in March. 
Heather Gray

Head of Pharmacy and Medicines Management

December 2007

Appendix 1 
PCTs who have adopted the  Medicines Waste Publicity campaign:

North West:           18 of 24  

West Midlands:     17 of 17   

London & SE :        Bromley, Bexley, Lewisham, Newham, Southwark, 


Lambeth, Ealing, Kingston, Richmond

North Tees

Milton Keynes

Cambridge

Suffolk

Norfolk

Bristol

Blackpool  

PCTs considering Medicines Waste Publicity campaign

Essex

Bedfordshire

Kent, Surrey and Sussex

East Midlands
